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The Department of Business Administration consists of the following options: 
Accounting (onsite and online), Finance (onsite and online), Management (onsite and
online), Marketing (onsite and online) and General Business (onsite and online).

Accounting Option
Accounting is a system for measuring, processing, and communicating information
useful in making economic decisions.  Accounting, in different forms, has existed
for many years, but significant changes have occurred in the past several decades
and have created greater information needs for managers.  In keeping pace with
these changes and increased demands for information, the need for accountants has
increased in recent years, thus resulting in excellent opportunities for graduates.

The MSU Billings accounting program prepares students to sit for and pass the
Certified Public Accountant Examination (CPA Exam).  Requirements to sit for
the CPA Exam in Montana include successful completion of 24 credits of upper
division accounting courses and 24 credits of other business courses, e.g., courses
in management, marketing, finance, management information systems, economics,
communications and ethics.  After passing the CPA Exam individuals must meet
an experience requirement, possess a bachelor’s degree and have earned at least
150 semester credits of college courses in order to be licensed as a Certified
Public Accountant in Montana.  The additional 30 credits beyond the 120 credits
required for a bachelor’s degree may be in any area.  Transfer students and students
who have changed majors often have 150 credits by the time they complete their
accounting and other business courses.  Due to potential changes in laws and
regulations regarding licensing as a CPA, students should be sure to consult with
their accounting advisor or any accounting faculty member in planning their course
schedules.

All accounting courses are offered online.  This allows students to complete
the Bachelor of Science in Business Administration degree with an Option in
Accounting by taking all courses online if they wish.  We are excited to offer this
online opportunity for our accounting students.

Finance Option
The finance option is designed to give students a comprehensive understanding
of the financial markets and their relation to banking and investments as well as
to acquaint students with concepts and methods relevant to financial analysis and
business management. The finance curriculum trains students in the useful methods,
skills, and essential knowledge that are highly valued in the banking, financial, and
consulting industries.

MSU Billings offers a B.S. in Business Administration with finance major and
minor. Students learn important topics of finance in these classes such as financial
statement analysis, investments, corporate finance, risk management, retail
and corporate banking, and portfolio management. Students also gain hands-on
experience in financial analysis, investment management, and financial modeling.
They use publicly available real data and information in their assignments.

Finance majors can get internships and employment opportunities to work as
bankers, financial analysts, dealers and traders, financial advisers, portfolio
managers, corporate financial executives, and investment bankers in the region and

beyond. Our finance program also prepares students for professional certifications
and graduate education.

Management Option
The Management Option is designed to provide students with the problem-
solving and leadership skills needed to manage employee productivity, company
operations, and the 21st century challenges in the business environment.  A degree
in management provides the advantage needed to succeed in a competitive business
environment.

A degree focusing on management teaches students how to innovate; create
competitive business strategies; use best practices in hiring, developing, and
leading employees; and develop the analytical skills that are needed to facilitate
decision-making in complex situations. Management students take courses focusing
on international business, sustainable business practices, project management,
interpersonal skills, human resource management, entrepreneurship, and business
strategy. These are built on a broad foundation of learning in the areas of accounting,
economics, business law, finance, business analytics, management information
systems, and marketing.

Students are given opportunities to practice leadership, motivation, and team
building in their courses. Students get hands-on experience developing business
plans for real clients and interacting with community businesses on classroom
projects. Internship opportunities exist to provide practical and networking
experiences important to obtaining employment.

Studying management prepares students for careers in a variety of industries
including manufacturing, healthcare, hospitality, wholesale and retail trade, service
industries, banking, construction, transportation, finance, education, utilities,
entertainment, and government.

Marketing Option
The Marketing Option prepares students to succeed in an integrated business
environment with a focus on meeting the needs of the customer.  Marketing
option graduates are prepared for a position such as marketing manager, sales
manager, account manager, marketing representative, professional salesperson,
or advertising staff.  Students completing this option will understand strategic
marketing planning, the marketing mix, market research fundamentals, customer
relationship management, and the financial implications of marketing within firms. 
The integrated sequence of courses enables students to obtain a broad education in
marketing decision-making.

General Business Option
The General Business Option is designed for students who wish to complete a degree
in business in a totally online environment.  All courses required for this degree are
offered in an online format.  Students completing this option receive a well-rounded
exposure to accounting, finance, management, and marketing.

• Business Administration Bachelor of Science Degree
• Accounting Option (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/college-

business/department-business-administration/bs-business-administration-
accounting-option/)  Offered Online

• Finance Option (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/college-
business/department-business-administration/bs-business-administration-
finance-option/)  Offered Online

• Management Option (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/
college-business/department-business-administration/bs-business-
administration-management-option/)  Offered Online
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• Marketing Option (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/college-
business/department-business-administration/bs-business-administration-
marketing-option/)  Offered Online

• General Business Option (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/
college-business/department-business-administration/bs-business-
administration-general-business-option/)  Offered Online

• Accounting Minor (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/college-
business/department-business-administration/minor-accounting/)  Offered
Online

• Business Administration Minor (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/
college-business/department-business-administration/minor-business-
administration/)  Offered Online

• Finance Minor (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/college-business/
department-business-administration/minor-finance/)  Offered Online

• Information Systems Minor (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/
college-business/department-business-administration/minor-information-
systems/)  Offered Online

• Marketing Minor (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/college-
business/department-business-administration/minor-marketing/)  Offered
Online

• Banking Certificate *Program placed on moratorium* (https://
catalog.msubillings.edu/undergraduate/college-business/department-business-
administration/certificate-banking/)
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