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Courses and Credit Requirements
The maximum load for a student during a regular semester is twelve semester hours.
  A student must be enrolled for nine hours to be considered full-time.  During each
summer session, six semester hours may be taken.  A full-time load for each summer
session is six hours.  Exceptions will be reviewed by the Chair of the Department of
Communication.

Courses for which a student has received a grade of  “C-” or less may not be used to
satisfy degree requirements.  A graduate degree will not be awarded to a student who
earns grade of “C” or lower in more than six semester hours of graduate-level work.  A
minimum of a 3.00 GPA is required for graduation from the program.

Courses numbered 500 and above are graduate courses.  Up to two courses offered
at Montana State University Billings at the 400 level may be used as program
electives with the approval of the advisor within the program plan.

A minimum of thirty semester hours of graduate work is required for completion of
studies leading to the Master of Science in Public Relations.

Student Progress – Academic Deficiency
Anytime a student’s cumulative GPA drops below 3.00, his/her performance will be
reviewed by the Department of Communication.  Determination of whether or not the
student will be permitted to continue in the program will also be determined by this
Department.  Students will not be allowed to graduate from the MSPR program with
more than two “C” grades.  Students may retake a course once and are allowed to
count this toward graduation.

Transfer Credits
Transfer credits are approved by the Chair of the Department of Communication. 
Two copies of official transcripts recording the transfer courses must be sent directly
from the registrar of that institution to the Office of Graduate Studies.  No course
credit may be transferred unless the grade received was at least a “B.”

If approved by his or her department, a student may transfer a maximum of six
semester hours of approved graduate credit from an accredited institution.  Students
may petition to the MSU Billings Graduate Committee, with the approval of the
Department of Communication, for additional hours to be accepted from other
accredited institutions.

Correspondence courses are not accepted toward a graduate degree.

• Public Relations Master of Science (https://catalog.msubillings.edu/graduate/
college-liberal-arts-social-sciences/department-communication-theatre/ms-
public-relations/)  Offered Online
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